[Treatment of ergotism].
Ergotism occurs in patients so disposed, particularly under ergotamine therapy for migraine. The principal signs are arterial spasms in the legs, or sometimes also the arms, which can lead to gangrene. Intravenous or intra-arterial infusion of sodium nitroprusside or nitroglycerine has proved the only reliably efficacious therapy. The best results have been obtained using nitroprusside: twelve cases are described here. By contrast, nonefficacious measures include, in particular, sympathetic blockade.